Malignant lymphoma of the thyroid with evidence of an Epstein-Barr viral infection concomitant with thalassemia minor: report of a case.
We report herein the unusual case of a 53-year-old Japanese man in whom malignant lymphoma of the thyroid was found to coexist with asymptomatic thalassemia minor and an elevated titer (1:80) of immunoglobulin G against the Epstein-Barr viral capsid antigen. A total thyroidectomy with lymphadenectomy was performed, and the thyroid was found to be almost replaced by the neoplasm, the microscopy of which revealed malignant lymphoma of the diffuse, large-cell type. The existence of this case led us to question whether malignant lymphoma of the thyroid and an elevated titer for the Epstein-Barr virus might have a possible mutual association.